Sir,

Our hospital is declared as a non-coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19) hospital by the state government. This means we will not be involved in active management of COVID-19 positive patients. We will attend other medical and surgical emergencies. In the current situation where lockdown is being considered as the only option for reducing transmission of this virus can any patient be considered as COVID-19 negative? Even if the patient is negative for COVID-19 at one point of time, the question remains that is he really COVID-19 negative? The means to test COVID-19 can broadly divided in reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) testing and rapid diagnostic test (RDT).\[[@ref1]\] One type of rapid diagnostic test (RDT) detects the presence of viral proteins (antigens) expressed by the COVID-19 virus in a sample from the respiratory tract of a person. If the target antigen is present in sufficient concentrations in the sample, it will bind to specific antibodies fixed to a paper strip enclosed in a plastic casing and generate a visually detectable signal, typically within 30 minutes. The antigen(s) detected are expressed only when the virus is actively replicating. Therefore, such tests are best used to identify acute or early infection. There is another, more common type of rapid diagnostic test marketed for COVID-19 -- a test that detects the presence of antibodies in the blood of people believed to have been infected with COVID-19.\[[@ref2]\] Antibodies are produced over days to weeks after infection with the virus. The strength of antibody response depends on several factors, including age, nutritional status, severity of disease, and certain medications or infections like HIV that suppress the immune system.\[[@ref3]\] Based on the current data, World Health Organization (WHO) does not recommend the use of antibody-detecting rapid diagnostic tests for patient care. The sensitivity of reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) testing and overall test performance characteristics have not been reported clearly or consistently in medical literature. A negative test often does not mean the person does not have the disease and test results need to be considered in the context of patient characteristics and exposure.

Thus looking at the above data all patients taken up for any procedure irrespective of their COVID-19 status should be managed taking all necessary precautions. I agree that in order to minimize resource exhaustion, the use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other resources must be well pondered and balanced. In this COVID era, no patient can be considered as COVID negative. If a health provider gets infected, it will further have huge negative impact on the other health care professionals and hospital resources.
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